Metrics and Measurements

     The purpose of this sheet is to help you to review, and to practice, using the metric system when making measurements and calculations.  

I)  Go online and find definitions for the following terms:  the definitions should have numbers in them!

a)     
centi

b) 
milli

c)     
kilo

II)     Estimations:  How comfortable are you with measuring lengths using the metric system?  In this section, I want you to ESTIMATE various lengths, NOT measure them--- you will be measuring the lengths in Section III.
a)     Estimate the length of your index finger in centimeters, and in inches.
b)      Estimate the width of your desk in meters, and in feet.
c)      Grab a textbook from the bookshelf near the front of the room and estimate its thickness in millimeters, and in inches.
d)      Estimate the circumference of the classroom (the total length of all four walls) in meters, and in feet.
III)  Measurements:  Now you can use metersticks and rulers to measure the actual lengths of the items that you estimated in section II.
a)    Using a ruler, measure the length of your index finger to the nearest tenth of a centimeter, and to the nearest quarter-inch.
b)     Using a meterstick, measure the width of your desk in meters (to the nearest tenth of a meter), and in feet (to the nearest inch).
c)     Using a ruler, measure the thickness of your textbook to the nearest millimeter, and to the nearest 1/16 of an inch.
d)     Using a meterstick, measure (and record) the lengths of each of the four walls in our classroom, to the nearest tenth of a meter.
IV) 
What were you better at, estimating metric lengths, or estimating lengths using feet and inches (English units)?  Why do you think that you were better at one than the other?
