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EPA’s National Estuary Program 

(NEP) is a unique and successful 

coastal watershed-based program 

established in 1987 under the 

Clean Water Act Amendments.  

The NEP involves the public and 

collaborates with partners to  

protect, restore, and maintain the 

water quality and ecological  

integrity of 28 estuaries of  

national significance located in 18 

coastal states and Puerto Rico. 

For more information about the 

NEP go to www.epa.gov/owow/

estuaries.


